
Bringing joy to Guatemala 



A resident of Sanyuyo cannot contain his joy at hearing Wells of Hope will get the town’s water well working. See stories on page 2. 
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Refuge in refuse 


Landfill provides a home 
to some of the people in 
Jalapa, Guatemala 



‘Muchas gracias’ and a warm handshake 








.Cremation and 
Jiurial Services 


LAM PM AN * 
FUNERAL HOME 

Our family serving your family since 1911 

905 - 892-4701 

724 Canboro Rd., Fenwick 
www.lampmanfuneralhome.com 
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■ FARMERS SHARE MANY CONCERNS OVER 10-YEAR-0LD PLAN AT ONE IN A SERIES OF MEETINGS 


Debating the Greenbelt 


Farmers feel like they are "greenbelt hos¬ 
tages,” a town hall meeting to collect feed¬ 
back on land-use policies heatdApril 15. 

The meeting was one of 16 planned to 
gather public information as the province 
reviews the Growth Plan for the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe, the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation 
Plan and the Greenbelt Plan 
In a room of approximately 300 peo¬ 
ple at the Holiday Inn on Ontario St in St 
Catharines, a show of hands revealed about 
half the attendees to be fanners who have 
issues with the Greenbelt Plan which, they 
say, was foisted on them by people with lit¬ 
tle knowledge of specialty crop farming in 
Niagara. 

The province implanted the Greenbelt 
Plan in 2005 to curb urban sprawl and pro¬ 
tect environmentally sensitive and agricul¬ 
tural lands in a swath that covets 1.8 million 
acres, reaching as far north as Tobermory 

Lake to the Niagara River 
Areas of dissatisfaction expressed by Nia- 


jobs; keepingpeople and goods moving, and 
building cost-effective infrastructure; foster¬ 
ing healthy, livable and inclusive communr- 
ies; addressing climate change and build- 


■ legislation limiting land severances to 
those who leave remnant parcels no smaller 
than 40 acres; 


“I for the life of me can’t find an account¬ 
ant that shows how a small tender fruit 
farmer can be economically viable," Casey 
said at the outset of the meeting. 

"I don't think the greenbelt identities 
... the uniqueness of the Niagara region. 
Twenty-, 30-, 40-acre farms are going fal¬ 
low. We’re not greening the greenbelt, we’re 
browning the greenbelt because these busi¬ 
nesses are going under. 

"And they go under when the succession 
happens, and the childlooks at this business 
and says, ‘This is not an economically viable 
business. I can make much more money in 

"There’s a lot of people out there that 
should be identified in land-use planning as 
greenbelt hostages, because these are farm¬ 
ers’ widows who have properties that they 
can’t sell and are now economically unvia- 
ble.” 

The first hour was an open house, where 
greenbelt stakeholders could collect litera¬ 
ture about the four land-use reviews and ask 
questions of provincial staff 

That was followed by table discussions 
on the following topics: protecting agricul¬ 
tural land, water and natural areas; building 




ing will be forwarded to an advisory panel 
assembled by the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing. 

It’s expected to offer recommendations 
for change of the land-use plans to the prov¬ 
ince byyear end 

Former Niagara-on-the-Lake alderman 
Austin Kirkby, a tender fruit farmer for more 
than 50 years, is critical of the current Green¬ 
belt Plan 

She came armed with a map showing the 
number of farms in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
with municipal drains (large ditches) and 
swales that greenbelt mapping deemed nat¬ 
ural waterways. The Greenbelt Act estab¬ 
lished setbacks of 30 metres on rivers, creeks, 


lent can take place within 

“Drains are not rivers. Constructed 
agricultural infrastructure, that has to be 
removed from the Greenbelt Plan — please, 
if nothing else happens here,” Kirkby told the 


took place at her table. 

Reached Thursday morning, she said she 
would also like to see the minimum allowa¬ 
ble severance reduced to 25 acres from 40. 

growing specialty crops in the province, it 
has great value, she said, adding it is unaf¬ 
fordable for someone trying to get into farm¬ 
ing and cost-prohibitive for existing farmers 
to purchase parcels of 40 acres or more. 

She said there is anecdotal evidence that 
more and more land is being scooped up by 
foreign companies with deep pockets, some¬ 
thing echoed by Phil Tregunno, a tender fruit 
grower from Niagara-on-the-Lake and chair 
of the Ontario Tender Fruit Producers. 

Tregunno said while the Greenbelt Plan 
has succeeded in protecting farmland, more 
and more often that land is being scooped 
up by international buyers. 

"Our big point is to make sure that farm¬ 
ers own farmland, that it doesn't go to devel¬ 
opers,” said Tregunno, speaking for the ten¬ 
der fruit producers, in a recent interview. 

“They've protected the greenbelt, but 
they really haven't addressed the fact that 
non-residents of Canada are buying land in 
Niagara... effectively turning farmers into 
tenant farmers. You've protected the land, 
but you haven’t really protected it to keep 
it as farmland for farmers to own their own 
land.” 

According to Tregunno, approximately 
40% of farmland in Niagara is rental land. 

He also has a problem with the land-use 

of the Greenbelt Plan. 

“What we are going to be presenting to 
the (review panel) are (issues with) setbacks 
and things like that that restrict the use of our 
farmland from historic farm use," he said, 
explaining new setbacks from streams and 
watercourses could mean new farm build¬ 
ings being constructed far from existing clus¬ 
ters of buildings, compromising efficiency. 

“We certainly don’t want to see any more 
restrictions put on, because effectively if 
you put on large setbacks, particularly in 
the Niagara area where there's lots of creeks 
and streams running through farms, it really 
amounts to expropriation without compen- 


“Your equity disappears because “whole host” 
you’re not able to use your land ’ 

property." 

Bill Hodgson, a former mayor 
of the Town of Lincoln and cur¬ 
rent regional councillor and retired 
tender fruit grower, said in a recent 
interview the Greenbelt Plan needs 
to "inject the human aspect — the 
fact the greenbelt is a living, working 
landscape.” 

“If you look at the plan, they don’t 
really acknowledge that farmers 
exist,” Hodgson said. 

"The plan only speaks to farm¬ 
land, and it only speaks to the things 
you can and can’t do on farmland 

“The Greenbelt Plan is really a 
growth-limiting tool. It's intended to 
basically enshrine urban boundaries 
so they are not going to be continu¬ 
ally expanding. And as a planning 
tool, it’s very effective. There’s no 
question, it's a very powerful plan¬ 
ning tool on that sort of macro level. 

“But what’s missing and what is 
needed is within the implement¬ 
ing rules that govern the greenbelt 

greenbelt What is required is a new 
acknowledgement that there needs 
to be a priority placed on the eco¬ 
nomic activity of farming." 

Hodgson said it needs to be rec¬ 
ognized that best farming practices, 
such as tile draining land, provide 




“We don't want to wipe out all the 


“The implication is that these 
creeks are supposed to be re-natu- 
ralized, well those creeks are part of 

ing possible. So the suggestion of re¬ 
naturalizing wildlife corridors and 
waterway corridors well beyond 
where they are still naturalized, way 
back from the top of the bank—that 
whole notion is just inconsistent, 
and it’s a constant threat 

“There’s something entirely dis¬ 
heartening about a government plan 
that basically says the farm commu¬ 
nity knows nothing about the envi¬ 
ronment and so we have to put in 
place all these rules that restrict what 
they do,” Hodgson said 

He said farming has made monu¬ 
mental leaps in environmental pro¬ 
tection since the days of his youth on 
the family farm 

“If I think about the practices that 
we do today on our farm compared 
to the 1950s when I was growing 
up, it’s amazing all of the incredible, 


their natural state, but we can't do 
that,” he said. 

Hodgson said best farming prac¬ 
tices are being undermined by a 


that we’ve introduced,” he said. 

"It's green around here because 
for the last 100 or 200 years, farm 
families have been operating their 
farms. They have been stewards of 
woodlots and hedgerows... but to 
be a modem farmer, there are cer¬ 
tain features of a natural environ¬ 
ment that are inconsistent with hav¬ 
ing a crop." 

As an example, Hogdson said, 
there are pests and diseases danger- 


every feature, well that puts farm¬ 
ing at risk. So what is it, is our objec¬ 
tive to turn Niagara’s greenbelt into a 
park or are we anxious to make sure 
we have a safe and reliable food sup¬ 
ply? 

"I would argue the safe and reli¬ 
able food supply should be the top 
priority.” 

The Greenbelt Plan “language is 
urban, and it should have been rural. 
It should have been owned by the 
farm community, but it’s basically 
being driven out of Toronto. These 
environmental lobbies that are 
located and operate out of Toronto 
don't really have any stake, so they 
can be rather preachy, and they can 
be bossy with assets that they don’t 
own. The Greenbelt Plan should 
acknowledge at the very least that 
it's the owners of the properties that 
have the most important stake. 

“And the provincial benefits are 
derived from the people who work, 
live and play here," Hodgson said. 

Burkhard Mausberg, the chief 
executive officer of the Friends of the 
Greenbelt “a charitable grant-mak¬ 
ing organization working to help 
keep farmers successful, strengthen 
local economies, and protect and 
grownaturalfeatures,” attended the 
town hall meeting in St Catharines. 

He said he heard loud and clear 
the concerns of farmers, but that 
many of their issues are not a result 
of the Greenbelt Plan. 



O-i 


Visit us 
dates for the Spring 
Coupon Events 
in Niagara Falls: 


ii2J7J/J£|£T 

When using the saveONenergy coupons 
you’ll save twice. At the time of purchase 
and savings on your electricity bill. 

npei.ca/coupons and download your coupons today! 



Connect and Conserve With Us! 

tTXSr www.npei.ca 
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Design of community 
centre progressing 


DAVEAUGUSTYN 

Special to Pelham News 


t our April 7 meeting, council received 
J. ian updated timeline for the design and 
potential construction of a new multi-faceted 

You will recall that based on a resident 
survey, a detailed business case analysis 
and a comparison to industry standards, 
council confirmed sustaining demand for a 
multi-faceted community centre containing a 
single-pad arena (with the potential second- 
pad after 2023), a fitness centre, walking/run¬ 
ning indoor track, multi-purpose space and 
gymnasium sports/uses. This business case 
demonstrated that the operating costs could 
be accommodated within the net costs for the 
existing arena ($92,486 in 2013). Given the 


dire condition of the existing arena, council 
also determined that a potential new com¬ 
munity centre should be part of other immi¬ 
nent East Fonthill developments — medical 
centre, retirement home, Wellspring cancer 
support centre and new retail. 

Council appointed an architectural design 
advisory committee (ADAC) last August, with 
representatives from recreation user groups, 
youth, seniors, artists, service clubs and the 
community-at-large. In addition to recom¬ 
mending hiring the architect, the committee 
recommended adding a large multi-purpose, 
performing arts space (6,000 sq. ft.), an 
atrium/shared public space (9,600 sq. ft.) 
that would help link each of the centre’s main 
elements, and 1,200 to 1,500 spectator seats 
in the first arena to support ice and non-ice 


After working with the committee and pre¬ 
senting draft schematic designs in February, 
the architect is now working with individual 
ADAC members on a series of specialized 
consultations. For example, representatives 
of ice users — figure skating, minor hockey, 

needs. This process should be completed by 
the end of the April. 

Based on these specialized consultations, 
the architect hopes to present a final draft 
schematic design and preliminary capital- 
cost estimates in June. While ADAC and 
council will review this plan, council also 
wants to ensure that the public has a chance 
to review this progress at that time. 

And, based on several requests from the 
community, council has also asked for a 
concurrent report outlining the capital and 


operating cost-benefit analysis of building 
the second ice pad during the initial build 
instead of after 2023. 

The architect committed to presenting 
detailed design documents in September 
2015. This will allow for “tighter” construc- 

approved, then “construction-ready” tender 
documents could be ready by January/ 
February 2016. 

This is an exciting project for Pelham. I 
will continue to keep you informed about 
progress on the potential multi-purpose com¬ 
munity centre. 

You may contact Mayor Dave at mayordave@pelham.ca with 
questions or to suggest future topics. Check out links for 

blogspot.com. 


Escarpment commission learns about climate change 


BRIAN BATY 

For Postmedia Newtwork 

A t the last meeting of the Niagara 

Escarpment Commission, we received 
a staff report and a provincial discussion 
paper on the need to plan for the impacts of 
climate change. 

After one of the coldest winters on record, 
some may be skeptical about the issue of 
global warming. However, if we look at the 
global changes rather than local events, it 
is clear that the temperature of the Earth 
has increased 14 of the first 15 years of this 
century. 

The minister of the environment and 
climate change states that: “Two numbers 
are vital for Ontarians to be aware of: 4, the 


number of degrees in this century that the 
planet is on track to warm by; and 6, in tril¬ 
lions of dollars of new economic growth 
that will result from moving to a low-carbon 

Some initiatives are already underway 
to lessen our impact on the climate. As a 
province, we have implemented a plan to 
completely eliminate coal plants from hydro 

Through the Niagara Escarpment Plan, 
the Oak Ridges Moraine Plan, the Greenbelt 
Plan and the Growth Plan, we have created 
the largest ecological preservation area in the 
world. This has effectively eliminated urban 
sprawl and sets the stage for more affordable 
housing. As a province, we have started the 
electrification of some parts of the GO trans¬ 


portation network. Also, we have strength¬ 
ened our building codes to ensure that new 
buildings are more efficient. 

Work is underway to forecast the impact 
on the varieties of fruits and vegetables 
that may have to be eliminated or moved 
to more northern zones to survive. A four- 
degree increase in the mean temperature 
of our planet will have catastrophic conse¬ 
quences. The warm water blob off the west 
coast is only three degrees higher yet some 
food sources have disappeared, having a 
catastrophic impact on bird populations. 
Severe weather events are already driving 
up insurance costs and severely damaging 
infrastructure. Food security and costs will be 
an early problem as climate change impacts 
where our food is grown and affects our water 


supply. 

The Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change has prepared a vision in its 
discussion paper: 

■ To establish Ontario as a leader in climate 
change mitigation and science; 

■ To leave a legacy of a healthy world for our 
children and future generations; 

■ To redesign and build a strong carbon-neu¬ 
tral economy, communities, infrastructure 
and energy; and, 

■ To protect ecosystems, including air, land 
and water. 

Briar Baty is regional councillor for Pelham, a commissioner 
with Niagara Escarpment Commission and a Niagara 
Peninsula Conservation Authority director. E-mail brian. 
baty@niagararegion.ca. 
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Get breaking news as it happens. 

www.pelhamnews.ca 
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WARNING: Police remind people to be aware of red flags raised by cold callers 

Woman’s fears were correct - she was being scammed 



When Gerry Wilcox got a phone 
call recently telling her she was a 
Publisher's Clearing House prize 
winner, she had her doubts. 

Those doubts got stronger when 
she was told she would fust have 
to pony up $499 to have her wind¬ 
fall released to her. 

The Welland woman believes 
she was an intended target of a 
phone scam. 

"It irritates me,” she said. “It just 
drives me up the wall." 

Jamaica a phone number that 
showed up on her call display. 

She also called Publisher’s 
Clearing House directly to see if 
the call she received was legit. 


As she had suspected, it wasn't 

“What she did was exactly right” 
said Sgt. Paul Spiridi, of the Nia¬ 
gara Regional Police central fraud 

office received from Wilcox, he 
hasn’t heard of any recent reports 
of a phone scam involving Publish¬ 
er's Clearing House, but that name 

Not unlike phoney Reader's 

“They just latch onto any pop¬ 
ular name,” he said of fraudsters 
looking to bilk people out of their 
money. 

Criminals might also use cur¬ 
rent events to target people, such 
as making claims of being from 
Revenue Canada at tax time. 

Spiridi said people should be 


leery of cold calls with claims of 
contest prizes or cash winnings. 

“If you haven’t entered, you’re 
not going to win,” he said. 

"As soon as they ask you to pay 
anything up front — those are the 
alarm bells right away.” 

Similarly, fraudulent callers 
claiming they want to make an 
account deposit of a windfall or 
inheritance might be phishing for 
bank information or other per¬ 
sonal information that shouldn't 
be surrendered over the phone. 

People can protect themselves 
against fraudulent callers by learn¬ 
ing more at the Canadian Anti- 
Fraud Centre website www.anti- 
fraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca. 

Spiridi said because there are so 
many scams, police simply can't 
issue alerts on all of them. 



Are You Feeling Tired and 
Fatigued All tne Time? 


D id you know, 
your fatigue may 
be a sign you are low 
in iron? ton is one 
of the most common 
deficiencies, affecting 
up to 80% of the 
world’s population. 
Iron deficiency often 
causes severe fatigue, 
body weakness, and 
other related ailments. 
People lacking 



been linked to PMS, 
depression, decreased 
fertility and pregnancy 
complications. 

You need more iron- 
ton Plus is an effective 
way to inttoduce ton 
back into your body. It 
is especially helpful for 
women to boost then 
daily ton intake, as the 
average diet usually 
only contains 8-10 mg 


usually have difficulty per day. The recommended daily 
performing normal functions, intake of ton is 18 mg. 


Women and children need 

ton, and anemia strikes them , . ,, .. . ,, , 

, , , , ... „ between you feeling on top of the 

particularly hard. Aside tom ,, , , . ., . ,, 

' ,. J world and downnvht miserable, 

feeling tequently exhausted, u 
deficiency may also cause severe 
anemia, i 

of nails, restless leg syndrome 
plus numerous other ailments. 

Iron deficiency symptoms: 

• Fatigue and lack of energy 

• Inability to concentate 

• Decreased endurance 

• Increased tequency of infection 

• Dark ctcles under the eyes 

• Brittle hat and nails 

• Cold hands and feet 

• Bruise really easily 
Iron deficiency and anemia have 


l make the difference 


l. The 

Plus helps the ton to be absorbed 
readily by the human body, while 
the B vitamins enhances the 
effects of the ton. Feeling tired 
and fatigued? Perhaps you could 
use a little more ton. 


Save... 15% off 



PLUS a FREE cup of coffee ! Drop into Rosemary's and 
enjoy a cup of organic, fair trade coffee. Joe, Brenda, Diana, 
Sue and Susan have been keeping Wellanders healthy for over 
20 years. Good health, natural remedies, great people and free 
coffee. It doesn't get any better than that. 



NpTUfcil 

Choice* 


Info is for reference only. For specific health 


95 Lincoln Street 
in St. Charles Plaza 
Phone (905) 714-0585 
www.rosemarysnaturalchoices.com 

I issues consult your local natural health practitioner. 



Michael Mann 



residential and commercial real estate transactions, including the preparation of deeds and mortgages. 

You will also find Michael very skilled at Estate Administration and Estate planning, including the drafting 
of wills and powers of attorney. 


Lancaster Brooks & Welch LLP 

Lawyers since 1886 

80 King St Ste. 800, St Catharines ON 

905-641-1551 or email MMannlSIbwIawvers.com www.lbwlawyers.com 
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□ QUEEN’S PARK: Law would give preferred status to ex-soldiers seeking long-term care 

MPPs support Forster’s bill 
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; & CATARACT CENTRE 


1-888-510-2020 

905-371-3217 

www.lasikprovision.com 

300 Morrison Street, Niagara Falls, Or 


® Pelham 


NIAGARA 



$) pelham.ca | El 20 Pelham Town Square, PO Box 400, Fonthill, ON | « 905-892-2607 | a 905-892-5055 


Recreation Programs & Classes 

Zumba Classes @ Pelham Arena 

Tuesday, April 28 9:30 -10:30am 

Tuesday, April 28 7:00-8:00pm 

Wednesday, April 29 7:30 - 8:30pm 

Thursday, April 30 10:00 - 11:00am 

Walking Club - Everyone is welcome! - April 28 & April 30 

Interested in joining a Walking Club? Then join ours! Tuesdays 

at Pelham Arena from 9-10am &Thursdays at Fonthill Bandshell 

from 9-10:30am. For more info, contact (905) 892-2607 ext. 329. 


Community 



CORPORATE CHALLENGE 

Thursday, April 23, 2015 

Local businesses are you up for a challenge? 

STUDENT PARTICIPATION 


Friday, April 24, 2015 
Student and teachers help do your part in cleaning up your 
schoolyard/street! Please register your school at pelham.ca 
COMMUNITY CLEAN UP 
Saturday, April 25, 2015 
Residents can register at pelham.ca or come to Centennial Park 
(999 Church Street, Fenwick) on Saturday, April 25 from 9:00am 
until noon to participate. A barbeque lunch will be provided. 


It's time to start thinking about S M R! 

Bring on the sunshine and fun times. 
Pelham Summer Camps & Community Pool 
Residents Register NOW for Aquatics. Day Camps. Specialty 
Camps and Triathlon Club . 

Non-residents may register on April 29 th . 

Visit pelham.ca for details and to register online. 


BE AN EVERYDAY HERO, 
BE A VOLUNTEER 
FIRE FIGHTER! 

Are you interested in: 

I I contributing to your community? 

□ learning new life skills? 

I~1 making some extra money? 

Then join the Pelham Volunteer Fire Fighters! 
Visit pelham.ca/career-opportunities 
to apply by Friday, April 24, 2015. _ 



Calling All Vendors 

WE’RE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 

2015 Pelham Summerfest Applications 


Visit pelhamsummerfest.ca/vendors for 
details & to apply by May 16, 2015. 


Visit our Town of 
Pelham & Pelham Fire 
Services booths at the 
Pelham Home Show from 
April 24-26 at the 
Pelham Arena. Fri 5-9, 
Sat 10-5 & Sun 11-4. 




’al of Smiles Is a selection 


20 Pelham Town Square, Fonthi 


(RssufteaO ®(P©BufO$33 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 c® 2:00 pm 




favourite Smile artists doing what they do best - songs, sketches and stories sure to plea 

UilU PSiUlJLfJ TUUJJJ j-JxJii 

491 CONBORO ROOD. RIDGEVILLE For more info conti 

e Pelham Smile 




1*1 

We’re accepting applications for 
Pelham’s 2015 Canada Day Parade. 


Visit pelham.ca/canada-day 

for details & to apply. 
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LOCAL 


□ ANCIENT HISTORY: Gayle Gibson, retiring from the Royal Ontario Museum, to give Niagara vineyard talk 

Canada’s favourite mummy hunter returns 




Fresh Homemade Handmade Made To Order 


SENIOR 
TUESDAYS 
10% OFF 
Order any food item 
from our 

regular menu and 
receive 10% OFF 


DATE NIGHT 
WEDNESDAYS 
TWO CAN DINE 
WITH $49 

Two can enjoy a four 
course dinner and a 
glass of wine or draft 


PASTA FIX 
SUNDAYS 

Order any pasta from 
our menu and get 
a complimentary 
homemade soup or 
house salad and garlic 
bread with cheese 




LUNCH MENU from $7.95 

With your choice of homemade soup, house salad or fresh cut fries 

“Don Marco’s . It’s all about the food” 


248 WELLINGTON ST. WELLAND, ON 905-714-4417 DONMARCOS.CA 
•Tues. -Thurs & Sun 11:30 - 9:00 • Fri 11:30 -10:00 • Sat 4:00 -10:00 • Closed Monday 


LIFELONG LEARNING NIAGARA 

Happiness is... the subject 
of discussion for older adults 
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EDUCATION 

No pink slips for DSBN 
teachers this year 


DON FRASER 

Postmedia Network 


Teachers at District School 
Board of Niagara are getting a 
job security break this year. 

At the April 14 board meet¬ 
ing, trustees were told there 
are no redundancies for the 
current 1,416 elementary and 
847 secondary teachers who 
work for the system. 


roughly five years that has 
happened. 

one that is no longer needed, 
but it doesn't always result 
in a permanent layoff for a 

"Included in the ratifica¬ 
tion on the 



“There will 

dant second- ' 
ary or elementary (teachers); 
no pink slips going out this 


HOSHIZAKI 


“We believe it’s been over 
five years since we're able to 

pleased/' the Welland trustee 

Afterward, education direc¬ 
tor Warren Hoshizaki cited 
three main reasons for this. 

student enrolment — some¬ 
what higher than projected. 
“We were expecting a litde 


more declining enrolment, 
but it did not happen, so 
that's a positive,'' he said. 

DSBN’s 2014-15 budget 
includes about $11,300 on 
average from the province 
per pupil. 

Hoshizaki said 18 teacher 
retirements also provided the 
board with more flexibility. 

Finally, boosted special 
education money from the 
province that started two 
years ago is also making a dif¬ 
ference, he said. 

“It’s ongoing funding that 
we should have had before. 

board gained about $1.6 mil¬ 
lion last year and $1.7 million 
this year,” he said. “It makes a 
huge difference.” 

DSBN school closures and 


helped the f unding situation, 
Hoshizaki added. 

“Everyyear, young teachers 
(with low seniority) would get 
a pink slip. So this year they're 
very happy,” he said. 

Tve heard from a lot of 
secondary teachers who they 
are very relieved.” 


tary teacher redundancies 
but 27 secondary school posi¬ 
tions declared redundant. 




about 50 elementary hired 
last year. 

It’s not known how many 
of those redundancies ulti¬ 
mately resulted in permanent 
layoffs for those affected. 




905-325-2791 www.tbg 


□ CAUSE OF FIRE NOT SUSPICIOUS, FIREFIGHTERS SAY 

Blaze destroys 
home office 


GREGFURMINGER 

Postmedia Network 

Flames whipped up 
by strong winds Saturday 
destroyed a farm-style building 
that had been used as a Pel¬ 
ham resident’s home office. 

Firefighters were called to 
the Shoalts residence at 595 
Balfour St just before noon. 

“It doesn't look like any¬ 
thing suspicious," said Pelham 
fire Chief Bob Lymburner at 
the scene. 

kk 

It’s a long, 
drawn-out process, 
but it’s necessary.” 

Pelham fire Chief 

Bob Lymburner 

There are concerns in Nia¬ 
gara's rural west about a pos¬ 
sible serial arsonist targeting 
farm buildings. 

“It doesn't fit the M.O. on 
this,” Lymburner later said 
Sunday, noting the suspi¬ 
cious blazes further west tend 
to involve old and abandoned 
structures close to roadwavs. 

A cause for Saturday’s blaze 
will not be identified, the chief 

“The damage is just so 
extensive.” 

He put the dollar loss at 


$350,000. 

Lymburner said the wooden 
building topped by a metal 
roof had been used as an engi¬ 
neer’s office by the home- 


at least three buildings in addi- 


property between Sumbler 
andChantlerRds. 

Smoke was reportedly vis¬ 
ible beyond the southern 
boundary of neighbouring 
Welland. 

About 35 firefighters 
responded to the blaze, for 
which water was pumped from 
a hydrant at Fenwick Station 
No. 2 and shutded to portable 
tanks atthesceneofthefire. 

The chief said winds fanned 
flames southerly into nearby 
woods that surrounded the 
building, set far back from the 


ued fighting the blaze, many 
of them found respite from 
the hot flames and sun in a 


scene until about 8 p.m. 

“We had to get an excavator 
to get in and pull it apart,” Lym- 
bumer said of the construction 
materials and what remained 
standing of the building. 

As that was being done, fire¬ 
fighters continued to apply 

“It's a long, drawn-out proc¬ 
ess, but it's necessary.” 

greg.furminger@sunmedia.ca 




GREG FURMINGER/POSTM ED IA NETWORK 

Pelham firefighters battle a blaze at 595 Balfour St. Saturday 
afternoon. Fire destroyed an ancillary building at the 
residential property that had been used as an engineer's 
home office and for storage. 
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11 FUNDRAISING: Walker Industries provides largest-ever corporate gift 

College campaign gets a big helping hand 

ALLAN BENNER accomplishments to the us to purchase a whole sized enterprises are looking region depends on it," she CAMPAIGN 




POLICE 


Cop calls foul over hearing 
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Bring THEc^wftt'HoME 


FULL SERVICE 
CUSTOM WORK 
AND 

JEWELLERY REPAIR 
ON SITE 



Spring prep 


Emily Mazi works on the display outside Mullen Garden Market in Niagara Falls. Garden centres and businesses around 
Niagara are gearing up for the spring season. The warmer temperatures this week are a welcome sign after a long record 
cold winter. 


GOVERNMENT: Columnist looks at chief administrative officers 


Book profiles the hidden powers at city hall 


DON FRASER 

Postmedia Network 

In cities and towns across 
Ontario, chief administrative 
officers tend to fly under the 

Yet they also hold down a 
key role in ensuring a munic- 
ipality runs smoothly. And 
they’re often the best-paid 
municipal staffer. 

The best ones are skilled 
at turning sometimes diffi¬ 
cult directions from council 
into reality and ensuring daily 

And, it can be argued, these 
unelected yet powerful man¬ 
agers are poorly understood. 

Hence, the new book by 
David Siegel. 

A Brock University politi¬ 
cal science professor, Siegel 
researched five top Canadian 
CAOs for his new book titled 
Leaders in the Shadows. 

Two of them have had 
careers working for large juris- 
dictions, two for medium¬ 
sized municipalities and 

aI1 °I was'Tonkin™foTcAOs 
who had been recognized by 
their peers as being success¬ 
ful leaders," said Siegel, a Post¬ 
media Network columnist and 
founder of Niagara Commu¬ 
nity Observatory, who has pre¬ 
viously written or edited five 



ALLAN BENNER /STAFF PHOTO 


File photo of Brock University professor David Siegel. 


books. "And for those qualities, 
the top of the list was integrity 
and honesty. The other one 
was always respect 

"They respected everyone 
they dealt with... and were in 
turn respected by the people 
around them. 

Siegel said communication 
skills are also crucial for this 
position, "and that especially 
includes listening and being 
a perceptive judge of people 
around them,” he said. 

With the position comes 
the understanding the 
office of mayor and coun¬ 
cil must receive a “great deal 
of respect, regardless of who 

To sum up these character 
traits, the best CAOs are “cool 
as a cucumber.” 

While there can be rheto- 


around a council chamber, it's 
important to have a city man¬ 
ager who stays collected and 

“That person has to be the 
quiet voice of reason,” he 
said. 

Those stellar CAOs proffer 
advice that is as professional 
as possible and grounded in 
rationality. 

“Administrators can be 
pulled into the notion, 'Should 
I tell council what they want 
to hear or tell them based on 
my best professional advice?’” 
Siegel said. 

"The good ones always ... 
opted to give council their 
best professional advice, even 
if perhaps council didn’t want 
to hear it.” 

Keith Robichaud, manager 
of Norfolk County, was one of 

Others include Michael Fenn, 


who is retired and was a CAO 
for Burlington, Hamilton- 
Wentworth, and Mike Garrett, 
also retired and who was for¬ 
merly CAO at Peel, York and 
Toronto municipalities. 

"He looks at the qualities 


leading up with council, lead¬ 
ing down with staff and lead¬ 
ing out to the community,” 
Robichaud said. “I hope his 
profile of my experience helps 
shed some light on what’s 
involved in municipal gov¬ 
ernment, which is a part of so 
many day-to-day things we all 
take for granted." 

Siegel said another appli¬ 
cation of his book is as a CAO 
hiring guide for mayors and 
councillors. 

But, he added, CAOs never 


any municipality. 

“You have to look at your 
mumcipanty and decide what 
you want over the next five 
years, and then hire the CAO 
that fits the particular needs 
of your municipality,” he said. 

“Another big audience is 
younger people in munici¬ 
pal administration who might 
aspire to become CAOs at 
some point.” 



Two Goldsmiths 
on Premises 
to Serve you Better 

• From ring sizings to full 
restorations 

• State of the art laser welder 

• Trade in your old gold and 
silver towards repair work 



Grantham Plaza 
400 Scott Street, St. Catharines 
www.vandendooljewellers.com 

(905) 937-8833 
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□ WELLNESS: Program brings Red Roof Retreat clients together with the community 

Ageless Grace in the exercise room 




DAFFODILLS HYACINTH 

CUT FLOWERS MIXED FANS 

TULIPS PANSY BOWL 

P ANSIES 1 VEOOIE PLANTS 

FRESH APPLE CIDER 

LOCAL 25LB CARROTS $4.99 
FRESH PIES & BREAD 


346 HWY 20 WEST, FONTHILL (BESIDE E.L. CROSSLEV S.S.) 
905-892-0698 « OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK * 8AM TO 8PM 

www.gallaghersfarmmarket.com 


KAMATOVIC ORTHODONTICS 

Many Reasons To Smile! 

• Free Consult Includes X-Rays 

• 0% Interest Payment Plans 

• Evening Hours 

• Treatment Fees Include 
Set of Retainers and 
Custom Mouthguard 
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April 24 th , 25 th & 26 th 

I** 


a t\ Vi V April 24 th , 25 ,h & 26 ,h 

PARKIN G UBlJE WTtfAL E 

IT'S GONNA BE HUUUGE MILLON DOLLAR INVENTORY CLEAR OUT 


S? HUH 

n 


GIANT FM 
ON SITE 

Saturday Apr 24,10-2 


g nu * 

CUSTOMER 

APPRECIATION 

E&D&0GCD3 


if" C wnyl $ ^ 00 \A/nW AREA rm CARPET rm “ 

pfflBc r |* fc VVUVV RUGS bUoFF REMNANT bUoFF ‘ 


HOME OF THE T CARPELPAD...& INSTALL 

■ sq.ft. 


many styles and colours to choose from 


ITS WORTH THE DRIVE TO WELLAND 


•« 

P 



FELLOW 


#r LAMINATE 
HARDWOOD 
LVPANDLVT 


OUTDOOR CARRET 


OVER 50 ROLLS 
ON SITE 


RIBBED! 


i69 


HOBNAIL! 


189 


TURF 


5 879 
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Other memberships also available. Call us today for more information. 905-735-6768 

Pelham Hills Golf Club 


Johnny Cash tribute coming to Port Robinson 




PLEASE SUPPORT THIS WORTHY CAUSE 
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SUPREME COURT 


Ruling could force prayer change 


DON FRASER 

Postmedia Network 

The Supreme Court's ruling that 
prayers cannot be recited before munic¬ 
ipal council meetings will have a ripple 
effect across Niagara. 

The court released its ruling Wednes- 

by a Sageunay, Que., resident who felt his 
freedom of religion was violated when a 
prayer was recited before elected officials 
held a public meeting in that city. 

The court agreed the practice infringed 
on freedom of conscience and religion 
and was a violation of the Charter of 


The custom of reciting a prayer prior to 



He said a councillor is not required “to 
introduce a prayer or invocation, if they 
are not comfortable doing so." 

Iorfida added: “Obviously, we will 
review our practice in light of the recent 
decision.” 

Longtime St. Catharines city Coun. Joe 

invocation used before meetings at city 
hall “is against the spirit of the ruling." 

“Regardless of how we feel, we have to 
abide by the law,” he said, adding he had 
"no problem" with the court decision. 

Grimsby town manager Keith Vogl said 
the town does not regularly have such a 

“Historically, we have done a non- 
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■ MUSIC: Summer lineup includes Blondie, My Morning Jacket 


Artpark plans 
‘dynamite schedule’ 


Artpark has loaded uj 


ts annual 


The Lewiston, N.Y., venue had 
already announced its Tuesday and 
Wednesday night concert series when 
it added another show — Counting 
Crows on Sept. 2 — on April 13. 

That brings the total to 20 shows, 
starting June 10 at the Outdoor Amphi¬ 
theater and Main Stage Theater. 

Unlike past years which catered 

modern artists like Grace Potter, Mar¬ 
ianas Trench and My Morning jacket 
will take the stage this summer for the 
Tuesday and Wednesday night series. 


and exciting that we have presented 
in the 10-year plus history of the two 
series,” said Artpark president George 


■ Deep Purple (July 14) 

■ The Australian Pink Floyd Show 
(July 21) 

■ Grace Potter (July 28) 

■ Tedeschi Trucks Band and Sharon 
Jones & the Dap-Kings (Aug. 4) 

■ Creedence Clearwater Revisited & 
America (Aug. 11) 

■ Lynyrd Skynyrd (Aug. 18) 

■ The Doobie Brothers (Aug. 25) 

All shows except Skynyrd are $12 
(US) advance, $17 the week of the 
show. Skynyrd is $18 advance, $23 week 
of the show. 

The Wednesdays at Artpark series 
kicks off with pop violinist Lindsey Stir¬ 
ling, whose YouTube videos have been 
viewed more than 980 million times 
since 2007. She's followed by: 

■ Three Days Grace (June 17) 

■ Marianas Trench (july 1) 

■ STS9 (July 8) 

■ O.A.R. (July 15) 

“ My Morning Jacket (July 22) 




ROAD READY 

- Package - 

® ® O ? Q 


MULTI-POINT VEHICLE INSPECTION 


VO FREE WIPER BLADES 


ONLY 



COOLANT 
FLUSH 

ONLY &OQt (W 

Reg $114.95 plus tax 


TRANSMISSION 
FLUSH 
ONLY 

PWKH 

(expires May 31/15) plus tax 

"FLUSH Transmission Fluid With Fresh Fluid.. 


WITH ANY4TIRES PURCHASED RECEIVE] 
1 FREE SEASON OF TIRE STORAGE 

($29.95 value) & « 

SAVE 

(expires May 31/15) 4 Wheel Alignment 

PURCHASE ANY WIPER BLADE RECEIVE 

2ND WIPER BLADE 

£ £ (with any c 

(expiresMay31/15) (OEM/AC DelCO) 



PARTS & LABOUR 

On New Brake Pads & Rotors 


DID YOU KNOW? OUR SERVICE DEPT 

Your 2011 or newer GM vehide requires spedal oil ? Has 13 GM Trained Technicians & 7 GM Grand 

Do not take a chance with your warranty by using the wrong oils. 2 Master Technicians All Ready To Serve You! 


0O0[ 


ii rwi 


Niagara Street, 


r Welland 

(/ pH.905-735-5230 

or 905-735-3690 

email: info@davidchev.c< 
www.davidchev.c< 
www.davidchevpreowned.ee 
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CUSTOM DRAPERY EASY as 1-2-3! 

1. Measure your window 2. Select your fabric 3. Choose your window treatment from our stylish selection 
Please ask our knowledge staff for more information 


E 


PLUS MANY MORE IN-STORE SPECIALS 


Custom Drapery Now Available at all Locations See Store For Details 


525 WELLAND AVE., 
St. Catharines 

685-6595 


www. fabriclandwestern. com 


Store Hours: 

Mon. - Fri. 9-9 • Sat. 9-6 
• Sun. 12-5 

34 Douglas Ave., Welland 

734-3836 
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Time’s ticking as floral clock gets ready for summer 
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COMPETITION 


Jean Pierre Gauthier carves a piece he's working on in advance of the upcoming 
Chainsaw Carving Event which runs from Thursday to Sunday in Welland. 


Chainsaw artists 
to create a buzz 



Bate way mission conference 

In a 


I 10 AM-3 PM. Free Lunch 
I Saturday, May 2 nd -2015 
I All Nations Mission Centre 
I 3397 Garrison Rd 
I RR 2 Ridgeway, ON LOS 1 NO 


/Intercede 

INTERNATIONAL 

Gabriel Barau - GoMinistries 
Mark Your Calendars for Gateway Mission Conference! 
Reaching the Tribal Peoples of Northern Nigeria, Chad 
and Niger With the Gospel and Love of Jesus Christ 
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COMMISS^S 

FRESH FOODS 


veGa pop up shop 

Enjoy the lowest prices this year. See inside for details! 



2.18/kg 


Maple Leaf Prime Air Chilled 

Chicken Thighs or 
Chicken Drumsticks 

Family Pack 


Grain Fed ThirTSliced 

Veal Leg Cutlets 

Plain or Breaded 


Fresh V 

Young Headless Rab- M QQ 

Product of Ontario 11.00/kg 

Also Available Fresh Quails 6 pack 



Want to see even more savings? 
Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 
and click on the flyer icon to 
1 see all of our weekly specials! 


Sale prices in effect Friday April 24 through Thursday April 30,2015 


FRI 

SAT 

1 SUN 

MON 

TUE 

1 WED 1 

THU 

24 

1 25 

| 26 

1 27 | 

28 

1 29 | 

30 


6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Fri 7am-8pm • Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 8am-6pm 
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□ GAMING: Canada’s largest Xbox tournament coming to Falls 

‘We’ve made it to the major leagues’ 


ALISON LANGLEY 

Postmedia Network 
Hundreds of gamers will 
descend on Niagara Falls later 
this month to test their skills 
against the toughest competi¬ 
tion from across North Amer¬ 
ica. 

Now in its fourth year, the 
Ultimate Gaming Challenge 
Niagara has quickly grown into 
Canada's largest XBox video 
game tournament 
Ihe event isalsonowpartof 


the Major League Gaming cir¬ 
cuit and is a qualifier for larger 
gaming conferences. 

“We've made it to the major 
leagues," said Dino Miele, chief 
information officer for District 
School Board of Niagara, which 
hosts the event 

Game-based learning, he 
explained, helps to develop 
critical-thinking skills as well as 
communication and collabora¬ 
te learn without feeling like 


they’ve failed because they 
keep trying and trying until they 
get a better score. It allows kids 
to learn without feeling intimi¬ 
dated or embarrassed.” 

More than 500 gamers have 
registered to take part in the 
tournament that will be held at 
Scotiabank Convention Cen¬ 
tre April 24 to 26. About 150 
spectators are also expected to 

The competition, held in 
partnership with Brock Uni¬ 
versity and Jet Set Studio fea¬ 


tures two popular gaming tides 
for participants to choose from, 
Call of Duty: Advanced War- 
fare, for those 18 and up, and 
NHL 15. 

New this year will be a Super 
Smash Brothers division played 
ontheWiiU. 

Gamers will compete for up 
to $30,000 in cash and prizes. 

The tournament is broadcast 
live online, with an estimated 
audience of 1 million people. 

Also, approximately 60 girls 
in grades 6 and 7 will attend a 


technology camp sponsored by 
IBM. 

mentwill support school-based 
initiatives and Education Foun¬ 
dation of Niagara. 

DSBN will return to Scotia¬ 
bank Centre May 5 to 8 for the 
fifth annual Connect 2015 con- 

Like the e-sports event, the 
conference has grown from a 
small event to Canada’s largest 
education technology confer- 


More than 2,000 people 

are expected to come together 
under one roof to share best 
practices and expand their 
horizons of education technol- 
ogyinaglobaland digital econ- 

Participants will include 
educators, IT experts, business 
managers and government sec¬ 
tor institutions. 


alison.langley@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @nfallslangley 



□ F0NTHILL AND DISTRICT KINSMEN 

Welcome mat put out for Pelham Home Show 



Never mind the robins and the rising mer¬ 
cury — a sure sign of spring is the return of 
the Pelham Home Show. 

For the 20th time, the event to get home- 
owners geared up for gardening, bathroom 
renos and backyard leisure is being brought 
to Pelham Arena by Fonthill and District 
Kinsmen Club. The show runs April Friday 
to Sunday. 

"Our primary focus," says Kin public rela¬ 
tions man Tim Twomey, “we want to spot¬ 
light local business." 

No more than two of the same type of 
vendor or exhibitor is featured at this show, 
which this year has sold out its 85 available 

"It's also an opportunity to talk to profes¬ 
sionals if you've got a project in the planning 
stages," Twomey adds. 

Booth revenues and the admission charge 
is funnelled back to the community by the 
Kinsmen, to groups that include Pelham 
Cares, Women's Place of South Niagara and 
Special Olympics. 

Admission is $3. 

"It's really minimal to what is offered," says 
Twomey. 

Past exhibitors and vendors have show¬ 
cased garage doors, basement waterproof- 


PELHAM HOME SHOW 

April 24-26 
Friday 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sunday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Admission is $3 


ing, decorative sidewalks, patio fireplaces, 
fudge, insurance, health and fitness, e-bikes, 


Students at all Pelham public schools, 
home schools and private schools have been 
invited to take part in another art contest this 
year, with the theme of this summer's Pan 
Am and Parapan Am Games. 

“We've asked the students in junior kin¬ 
dergarten to Grade 8 to draw their interpreta¬ 
tion of the Games,” says Kin Len Doyle, who’s 
heading up that aspect of the home show. 

The top 10 entries from each grade at each 
school will be displayed in the Haist St arena 
Home show visitors will each receive a bal¬ 
lot on which to select their favourite pieces, 
for which artist names will be kept secret. 
The top two winners from each grade will be 


greg.furminger@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @GregAtTheTrib 


PELHAM 

HOME SHOW 

April 24, 25 & 26 2015 


THIS FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY!, 

Friday 5pm - 9pm 
Saturday 10am - 5pm 
Sunday 11am - 4pm 
LOTS OF NEW EXHIBITS!! 

PELHAM ARENA^K 

1120 Haist Street, Fonthill L 

Admission: Adults $3.00 “Serving The Community’s Greatest Need” 
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Whole Grain grainsentiers 


UMVTOF 5 


SAVE ' 19 




TRADITIONAL 

BARBECUE SAUCE 


EffSS 


5w<*» 


Prices in effect until Aprii 28 th , 2015, while quantities last. 


GIANT TIGER 

— your saveoneverything store — 

20 Hwy 20 E, Fonthill 

| GIANT TIGER 

WATCH, PIN, POST, LIKE, FOLLOW OR TWEET 1 


qBAUGES 


88 


LOW PRICE* ' 

GRR Classic 
■“,.,.47 Classique 


saves- 99 
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CLARE’S 

Clare’s Cycle & Sports Ltd. Fenwick Ontario 
www.clarescycle.com 905-892-2664 

799 Hwy #20 West Fenwick, ON L0S1C0 
905-892-2664 www.clarescycle.com 

HONDA GENERATORS, 
LAWNMOWERS, TILLERS & 
WATER PUMPS. 

WE'RE READY FOR SPRING! 

*' A Honda Triple Play :: 



GET YOUR HONDA POWER EQUIPMENT TODAY 
CLARE'S CYCLE & SPORTS LTD. est.1955 
WWW.CLARESCYCLE.COM 


□ WELLAND BUDGET 

‘Sometimes you have 
to go slow to go fast’ 
































NIAGARA FOOD 




SCOTIABANK CONVENTION CENTRE 


SAMPLE FROM HUNDREDS OF 
WINES, BEERS & SPIRITS 

• Enjoy Incredible Local Cuisine 

• Complimentary Chef Demonstrations 
• Free All You Need Is Cheese Stage 

• Interactive Wine Tasting Stage 

• Live Entertainment 
• Niagara's Best Night Out! 


JOHN CATUCCI 

FOOD NETWORK'S YOU GOTTA EAT HERE 


if SNFWE Jfacebook.com/niagarafoodandwine 


BUY TICKETS ONLINE NOW SAVE $2 WITH PROMO CODE NIAGARA 

NIAGARAFOODANDWINE.CA 
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YOUR (JCl/p EVENT 

ONLY UNTIL APRIL 30TH, EVERY ALL-NEW KIA COMES WITH A $500 ACCESSORIES CREDIT! 


KUSTOMIZE 

MY<HiS> 

sunn 


DRIVEON 


10,000 

MORE 


Q"lease + $ 0 

UP TO 60 MONTHS ® 


DOWN 


"On leasing offers only, on select models. 


SALES EVENT 


¥ CARDINAL KIA 


905.371.0622 I 877.378.3542 I 


Since 1999, Niagara's first, most trusted & largest Kia dealership. ©0©f 
Welcome home Niagara, to the dealership that treats you like family 
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□ YOUTUBE: Seven-year-old flower girl’s Frozen tune melts hearts 

Wedding video a viral hat trick for local firm 



JsMW^TFTrFFT) AYuiTfro-) S&jDSS 

:■ : ■. ; v.' ' i ; \ , - 

w 



WE FINANCE • PURCHASE AS LOW 

$ 100 DOWN 


550cc Automatic 5 Speed Traxter XL, Walk Through, 

Extra Seat. Dump Box & More! 

Dynamite! Low tas! We finance! Wetome, Call Js To Amnia You Personal Test Dove. 


E2222322MEIZni 


w§ 

SXTPackage, ■ , 41 Autn.61 rarr^Ncwper, fiafflmstic Shape. Bay l Regular Cab 2WD, Super Duty, Greet Looting Diesel! 


FX4 Package Crew Cab, Super Clean with tew KMS. Big 

jSSfes! 

Self Contained with a Generator, Sleeps New fires, Large Rear 














































■ 31 


THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2015 ■ PELHAM NEWS 

LOCALNEWS 


0 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: Hwy. 20 building supply store and donation centre to aid in affordable home construction 


Bargain hunters have new Restore in their sights 


GREGFURMINGER 

Postmedia Network 

Vince Melrose Waite knows 
he can always get a great deal 
at Habitat for Humanity Nia¬ 
gara’s Restore as he contin¬ 
ues to update his century-old 
Welland home. 

“I love this store,” he said. 

“I did a $3,000 renovation 
for $700,” he said of a recent 
bathroom project. 

Among his big scores was a 
$30 basin new in the box that 
otherwise could have cost him 
$200 at another home retailer. 

And because Habitat for 
Humanity is a registered char¬ 
ity, there is never HST added at 

in the case of the new Tho- 
rold store is fashioned from a 
pickup track. 

On Saturday morning Mel¬ 
rose Waite, looking for a bar¬ 
gain on a kitchen remodel, 


found himself among dozens 
of people waiting outside the 
Restore on Hwy. 20, himself 
unaware he'd be waiting for 
its grand-opening celebration 
and ribbon cutting. 

“I thought it was already 
open,” he said, adding it’ll 

the Bunting Rd. Restore in St. 
Catharines. 

That may be the case, but 
Habitat CEO Alastair Davis 
said because store inventory is 
by donation, it varies at either 
Niagara Restore site. 

“It's a dream come true," he 
said of the second outlet to 
people lined up at 10 a.m. 

“We'll do this quickly this 
morning," he said during the 
ceremonies, “because we 
know you want to get to it.” 

just west of Merrittville Hwy. 
was so big on opening day that 


Restore 

Where: 2499 Hwy. 20 in 
Thorold, west of Merrittville 
Hwy. (or at 150 Bunting Rd., 
St. Catharines) 

When: Open weekdays 
9-6, Saturday 9-5, closed 
Sundays 

What: Home renovation 
retail outlet and donation 
centre 

Why: Revenues cover 
Habitat Humanity for 
Niagara operational 
costs and fund affordable 
housing builds 

How to help: Volunteers 
are needed to run the 
stores; call 905-685-7395 


finding a parking spot could be 
troublesome. 

“This town, this area, south 
Niagara has really embraced 


us," said Habitat chief operat¬ 
ing officer Keith Gowans. 

“This is so important to us 

stores, but because we like to 
build houses." 

Gowans said in Niagara, 
there are 6,700 people awaiting 
affordable home ownership. 

There are seven Habi¬ 
tat projects on the go this 
year, including a home near 
completion on Martin St. in 

first time ever, a renovation of 
a donated home, in Port Col- 

ReStores create enough rev¬ 
enue to cover all Habitat oper¬ 
ations costs and expenses fees 
and home builds. 


About 40 volunteers have 
signed up to work at the Hwy. 



a.m. to 6 p.m. weekday hours 
and Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 



Volunteers and shoppers wander through Habitat for Humanity 
Niagara's Hwy. 20 Restore. 


hours. People are needed for 
receiving, sorting, assembly, 
product testing maintenance. 

“It's the full range you can 
think of, like at any profession¬ 
ally run retail store,” Davis said 
as the first customers were fil¬ 
ing through the doors. 

The 900-square-metre home 
renovation outlet and donation 
centre brings to south Niagara 
better access to discount con¬ 
struction and home goods and 


a place to donate their gentiy 
used items. Habitat volunteers 
will even remove unwanted 
home fixtures at no cost — in 
exchange for charitable tax 

The opening of the second 
Restore in Niagara was sup¬ 
ported with a $181,000 Ontario 
Trillium Foundation grant 

greg.furminger@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @GregAtTheTrib 



For lovers of film, food and wine, the 
Niagara Integrated Film Festival is the 
ultimate event experience. Come enjoy 
award-winning wines, gourmet food to ignite 
your taste buds and a global selection of 
must-see movies. It's all happening at 
NIFF in the heart of the Niagara Region. 
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AUCTION 

*L£1S BACK is 

ONE DAY ONLY! 

Thursday April 23 - 9:00 am to 9:00 pm 

We have 

TV’s • Home Audio • Car Audio • Telephones • Recliners • Loveseats 
• Sofas • TV Stands • Clothing Gift Cards 
• Green Fees • Golf Memberships • Attractions • Vacations • Flooring • 
Dining Gift Cards • Beauty Products • Appliances • BBQs 
• Home & Garden Equipment • Health Products 
Bid Now: 

www.wellandtribune.ca/auction 


LAST CHANCE AUCTION! 
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OVER 50 RETAILERS! 
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□ EDUCATION 


Student of immigrant parents thrives as volunteer 




ith your subscript® 


|ATHE TRIBUNE 


Enjoy convenient home delivery of 

The Welland Tribune 

And receive a one year subscription to your choice 
of Penny Press/Dell Puzzles 

Enjoy your newspaper combo for as little as 

$13.33**/month 


Call toll free today 


1.855.533.5594 
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^Classifieds 

pelhamnews.ca/classifieds 
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Rick Fauteux Neil Farlow Patrick Clarke Rob Groeneveld Drew Etherington Gary Michael Derek Poirier Brenda Lavigne 

Sales Manager Pre-Owned Manager Sales & Leasing Consultant Sales & Leasing Consultant Sales & Leasing Consultant Sales & Leasing Consultant Sales & Leasing Consultant Finance Manager 


WELLAND ^ TOYOTA 


RED MEANS GO 

THE LEGENDARY SALE IS BACK. 


TOYOTA 


REDTAG 


Real people. 
Great cars. 


® TOYOTA 


894 NIAGARA ST. WELLAND • 905-788-2200 OR TOLL FREE 1-800-265-3409 

M*.buro-e^isaMay^-s,™ Check out our website www.wellandtoyota.ca 




































